WRITING FOR

WOMEN

“There i1s no greater agony than bearing an untold story inside you.”
—Maya Angelou, | Know Why the Caged Bird Sings

We are living in a moment when women's voices, choices, bodies, histories, and futures
are being debated, diminished, legislated, and too-often spoken about by people who are
not us. T here is plenty to be angry about. Plenty to grieve. Plenty that deserves our
outrage.

Your rage has a place here, but so does your joy and your whimsy and your wonder.
Your absurdity and tenderness and humor will be at home here, too.

Women are more than what we endure, or the sum of the things we do for others.

We are life-givers in every sense of the word. VWe make people, yes—but we also make
homes, art, communities, movements, businesses, friendships, rebellions, traditions, and
worlds. We take what exists and we make it better. VVe create beauty and meaning in
places where neither is guaranteed. Ve are powerful.

WVriting is part of that power.

Every time a woman lends her truth to the page, she makes the world a little larger for
the women who come after her. VWhen we tell stories about our anger, our bodies, our
dreams, our failures, our desires, our ridiculousness, our grief, our longing, and our joy,
we give another woman permission to recognize those things in herself.

Ouir stories say: You are not the only one. Your experience matters. | here is room for
you here.

Over these six weeks, we hope you will give yourself permission to write fiercely and
playfully. To follow the thing that makes you furious. To follow the thing that makes you
laugh. To write the story you were told was too small, too strange, too feminine, too
angry, too sentimental, too much—or not important enough.

Bring your rage and your whimsy. Bring the stories that have been waiting for you to
become brave enough to tell. Bring your most authentic self. There is no such thing as an
unlikeable female protagonist here.



